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(57) A method and apparatus that allows different 
likelihoods of call completion during very heavy 
call loading conditions to be supplied to diffe- 
rent customers. Customers are assigned to dif- 
ferent levels of service and these levels of 
service are used to manage call completion in 
throughout the telecommunication network 
during very heavy call loading periods. Thus, a 
securities broker may have a higher likelihood 
of completing a call near the close of a trading 
session than the average telephone customer. 
However, each caller may be offered an oppor- 
tunity to immediately increase his or her level of 
service and thus likelihood of completing a call 
to the highest available level if a call is . not 
completed at the caller's lower level of service. 
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Technical Field 

This invention relates to a telecommunication system and more particularly to a method and apparatus 
for providing one or more priority levels for telephone call originators in order to increase the likelihood of conv 
5 pleting a high priority calls when the demand for call completion services exceeds capacity. 

Problem 

The demand for telecommunication services at times exceeds the capacity that the local exchange conv 
10 pany or long distance company can supply. When this occurs, the call originator typically receives some type 
of busy signal. A busy signal is an indication to the call originator that somewhere between his or her telephone 
and the destination telephone the capacity of the equipment has been exceeded. If the call receiving the busy 
signal is like most social calls and some business calls, an immediate time response is not necessary and the 
call originator will just try again later without any ramifications. On the other hand, if the call is a time sensitive 
75 business call for which time is very valuable, such as some calls from investors to their investment brokers, 
the call originator might try again later, but there could be some loss associated with the delay to either the 
originating party or called party. This latter scenario occurs because the standard telephone service treats all 
social calls and all business calls with equal importance, i.e. all calls have equal priority. 

If the response to a dialed number is a busy signal because the telephone having the dialed number is 
20 presently in use, there is not much that the call originator can do about that short of asking an operator to in- 
tervene because of an emergency. If, however, the response to a dialed number is a busy signal because the 
telecommunication equipment between the call originator and the called party is either operating at its full ca- 
pacity or is overloaded, there are some known ways that may be followed to increase the call originator's chan- 
ces of completing a call. The first way of increasing a call originator's chances is to increase the chances of 
25 getting a dial tone. Getting priority for a dial tone gives an originating party a slight edge in marginally over- 
loaded call connection equipment, but a considerable edge in heavily overloaded call connection equipment. 
For this reason emergency related telephone numbers, such as police and fire departments, are often provided 
with a service that gives them priority for dial tones. Once the calling party gets a dial tone and dials the number 
of the called party, the call originator is back to the standard equal priority for scarce telecommunication re- 
do sources with every other dialed number. Aside from operator intervention and dial tone priority, the standard 
telecommunications equipment sometimes places a mid afternoon social call in competition with an investor s 
order to trade a large block of shares before the market closes for a telephone connection. 

The overload that causes the telephone network to return a busy signal, which the originator receives, 
may occur for anyone of a number of reasons. One common reason is an overload because of a very popular 
35 called number, such as a radio station giving away $1,000 to each of the first 10 callers, or a call-in talk show 
which has the President as a guest Very popular called numbers have been known to completely clog up local 
telephone switches. A common solution to this problem is to limit the number of calls that are allowed to be 
completed and directing the remainder, i.e. the not allowed calls to a busy indication. This solution is referred 
to as call gapping control based on the called number. This means that after the initial quota of callers to win 
40 the give-away or talk to the President have their calls completed, subsequent calls to the popular called number 
will be gapped by randomly limiting the number of calls per unit time accepted by the originating or tandem 
switches providing service to the popular-called number. A call gapping rate of one call for every three minutes 
is reasonable for a radio give-away because it takes a call of at least that length to obtain each winner's name 
and address. 

45 Call gapping control on the called number may also be performed according to just a portion of the called 

number. In the aftermath of an earthquake or similar disaster, call gapping control according to an area code 
or an area code and exchange number maybe used at a local exchange to keep non-damaged lines open for 
emergency telephone calls. 

There also exists network controls that can be invoked on calls routed to specified trunk groups. As with 

50 call gapping controls, trunk group controls randomly select which calls to that trunk group are controlled. How- 
ever, trunk group controls are typically based on a percentage of calls to that trunk group whereas call gapping 
controls are based on a number of calls allowed per unit of time. 

Unfortunately, neither -call gapping nor trunk ^roup control solves the problem of the time sensitive busi- 
ness call, -competing with the non-time sensitive social call or the non-time sensitive business call to the same 

55 areacode or exchange. Call gapping or trunk group control criterion reduces the chances of completing a time 
sensitive call just the same as it reduces the chances of completing any non-time sensitive call. After a call 
gapping or trunk group control is instituted at a node of the telecommunication network, the calls that are al- 
lowed are randomly selected. Thus, there is a need in the art for a method and apparatus for call gapping or 

2 



BMSDOCtD <EP 06671 t6A2_l_> 



CP 0*687 116 A2 

trunk group controls that grants priority to^call originators who make time sensitive telephone xal Is, such as 
emergency and time sensitive business calls. 

Solution 

5 

Briefly stated, in accordance with one aspect of the invention, the foregoing problem is solved and an ad- 
vance over the prior art is made by providing a method of managing the completion of^calls according to their 
respective levels of service associated with their respective numbers of the originating parties in addition to 
the existing call gapping or trunk group control criterion. Each number of an originating party is assigned a 

10 level of service from a plurality of levels of service. When a call is made via a telecommunication system which 
has a call gapping or trunk group control active, each level of service may be controlled in a respective manner. 
Thus, if network management control is active because of an overload condition, information associated with 
the number of the originating party is inspected to determine its level of service and the network management 
control for that particular level of service is respectively applied to the call. 

75 In another aspect of the invention, the foregoing problem is solved and an advance over the prior art is 

made by providing in a telecommunication system, an apparatus for selectively controlling a telephone =call. 
The apparatus includes a device for determining from information associated with a telephone station from 
which the telephone call originates if network management controls are active for the present telephone .call 
based upon a level of service of the telephone call, in addition to existing control criterion. The apparatus also 

20 includes a device for applying network management controls to the present telephonexall if network manage- 
ment controls are active. The device for applying network management controls either controls this telephone 
call to its completion or terminates this telephone call. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

25 

While the specification concludes with the appended claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claim- 
ing the subject matter which is regarded as the invention, it is believed that the invention will be better under- 
stood from the following description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 illustrates a simplified telecommunications network in block diagram form. 
30 Fig. 2 illustrates details of a LEC shown in Fig. 1 in block diagram form. 

Fig. 3 is a flow diagram of call gapping control based on the called number. 

Figs. 4A and 4B together form a flow diagram of a method ofxall gapping on a level of service according 
to the present invention. 

Figs. 5A and 5B together form a flow diagram of a method of trunk group call control based upon a level 
35 of service. 

Figs. 6A and 6B together form a flow diagram of method of call gapping on a level of -service which gives 
the call originator an opportunity to upgrade his or her present level of service. 

Figs. 7A and 7B together form a flow diagram of method of trunk group control on a level of service which 
gives the call originator an opportunity to upgrade his or her present level of service. 

40 

Detailed Description 

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 3, the known call gapping control based on the called number will be-described. 
Fig. 1 shows a telecommunication system 10, which may be a portion of a larger telecommunication *sy stern 

45 (not shown). Telecommunication system 10 includes an inter-exchange carrier system 14. Inter-exchangecar- 
rier system 14 has a number of nodes 16, 18, 20 and 22. Nodes 16-22 are normally interconnected by trunk 
groups 24, 26, 28, 30 and 32. Trunk group 24 normally connects node 16 to node 18, trunk group <26*connects 
node 18 to node 20, trunk group 28 connects node 20 to node 22, trunk group 30 connects node 22 to node 
1 6 and trunk group 32 normally connects node 22 to node 1 8. Fig. 1 , for the purposes of examples-shows trunk 

50 groups 24 and 32 in an abnormal condition, i.e. broken, such as by a natural disaster. 

Node 16 is also connected to a local exchange carrier (LEC) system 34 by trunk group 36 and to a user 
system 38 by trunk group 40. Similarly, Node 18 is also connected to another local exchange carrier system 
42 by trunk group 44. Nodes 20-22 may have other connections, but these are not shown for simplification. 
With trunk groups 24 and 32 broken, as shown, the number of trunk groups and trunks available for-com- 

55 municating in the inter-exchange network 14 with node 18 goes down by two-thirds. Calls from LEC 34 des- 
tined for LEC 42 and vice-versa must pass through trunk groups 36, 30,-28,-26 and 44. This type of situation 
is the type for which call gapping and trunk group controls based upon the«called number have been Used in 
the past. 

3 
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Referring now to Fig. 3, the method 100 of call gapping on the called number will be described. Method 
1 00 may be implemented in software in an intelligent telecommunication switching system, such as theSESS® 
Switch manufactured by AT&T Corp. Method 100 begins with action 108 when the switch collects the called 
number. Action 108 then directs the call to action 110. Action 110 determines if call gapping is active for this 
called number. 

If call gapping for this called number is not active, action 110 directs the call to action 112 which routes 
the call to its destination. If call gapping for this called number is active, action 110 directs this call to action 
114. Since call gapping must be active to arrive at action 114, action 114 determines whether the present call 
is to be completed to its called number or whether it is to be gapped, i.e., not completed. This determination 

io is made according to the call gapping rate which is set by the system operator of the system or node performing 
method 100. For example, with a call gapping rate of one call per 5 minutes, only one call is allowed every 5 
minutes. If the call gapping rate is one call in infinity, each call has a zero chance of being completed, rf action 
114 determines that a call is allowed to be completed then the allowed call is directed to action 112 and is routed 
to its destination. If action 114 determines that the present call is to be gapped, instead, action 114 directs the 

15 present call to action 116, which is an announcement such as "I'm sorry all lines are busy now, please try again 
later." 

Trunk group control based on the called number works in very much the same manner. The originator has 
no control over the success of his or her call completion at action 114 if a call gapping or trunk group control 
is in effect: successful completion is totally random as far as the originator is concerned. 
20 Tables 1 and 2 illustrate how operator entered information for call gapping and trunk group controls is stor- 

ed in their respective portions of a telecommunication system, for example the system 10 shown in Figs. 1 and 
2. 

Referring to Table 1, a call to called number (999)-555-5555 will be gapped greatly at level 9, e.g. one call 
every 15 minutes. Called number (999)- 55 5-5555 is a popular number, such as a ticket reservation service or 

25 a television station that carries a popular talk show, and this popular number is presently very popular as in- 
dicated by the level 9 call gapping. The other entry, (999)-999-XXXX illustrates that call gapping may be per- 
formed based on only a portion of the called number. The exchange (999)-999 may be over burdened, for ex- 
ample because of an injury to part of the system, and a gapping level of 2 is entered by an operator for the 
entire (999)- 999 exchange. Thus, to keep the overburdened part of the system from jamming up the rest of 

30 the telecommunication system calls to the (999)- 999 exchange are gapped moderately at a gapping level of 
2. 

Referring now to Table 2, three types of known trunk group controls will be described. As shown in the 
first row of Table 2, presently there is an operator entered trunk group control to cancel 50% of the calls routed 
to trunk group number 47. The second row of Table 2 indicates that there is an operator entered trunk group 
35 control to re-route 25% of the calls to trunk group number 52 to out of pattern trunk group 91 . The third row 
of Table 2 indicates that there is an operator entered trunk group control to transfer or skip 75% of the calls to 
trunk group number 63 to the next trunk group of the standard pattern. These trunk group control levels are 
typically activated to reduce or redistribute call traffic such that no part of the telecommunication system 10 
is overburdened. 

40 

TABLE 1 



CALL GAPPING CONTROL INFORMATION 


CALLED No. 


GAPPING LEVEL 


999-555-5555 


9 


999-999-XXXX 


2 



50 



55 
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TABLE 2 



5 



TRUNK GROUP^ONTROL INFORMATION 




TRUNK GROUP No. 


TYPE OF CTRL 


-CTRL 


LEVEL 




47 


Cancel-to 47 




50% 










52 


Re-Route to 91 




25% 










63 


Transfer to Next 


75% 



Tables 3, 4 and 5 illustrate the call gapping and trunk group control data accord ing^o the present invention. 
Table 3 illustrates, in a simplified example, how network management levels of service (NM LOSs) may be 
associated with originating numbers. For entries in the table that refer to the same originating number, the*entry 
with the most number of significant digits specified takes precede nce^e.g., (77 7)-777-5XXX takes precedence 
over (777)-777-XXXX). According to Table 3, every call originating from exchange-(777)-777-XXXX has a me- 
dium NM LOS of 3, except for calls originating numbers in the (777)-777-5000 through '(777)- 777-5999 range 
which have higher NM LOSs of 2. Thus, financial institutions may request numbers in the higher NM LOS rang- 
es and for a fee be assigned originating numbers in the (777)- 777-5000 to (777)-777-5999 range that has an 
NM LOS of 2. Similarly, a residential customer may be offered a special low rate if a lower NM LOS is accept- 
able, for example originating number (999)- 999- 9999 shown in Table 3 below. All of thesecall processing-ser- 
vice variations are made possible by the present invention. 

The last two lines of Table 3 illustrate that part of an originating number, for example exchanges (999)- 
224-XXXX and (999J-223-XXXX, may be used as keys to access (dip into) databases with all or part of an orig- 
inating number in order to retrieve an NM LOS associated with that originating number. In such a«case, the 
retrieved NM LOS, if any, is used for further call processing. 



TABLE 3 



35 


NM LOS ACCORDING TO ORIGINATING NUMBER 


ORIGINATING No. 


NM LOS 




777-777-5XXX 


2 


40 


777-777-XXXX 


3 




999-999-9999 


4 




999-224-XXXX 


SCP DIP 


45 


999-223-XXXX 


LINE DATA DIP 



Tables 4 and 5 are similar to Tables 1 and 2 respectively, except that Tables 4 and 5«each has an additional 
column and at least one additional row. The additional column is for the system operators to enter the network 
management levels of service (NM LOS) for the active call gapping and trunk group controls. 

Table 4, like Table 1 has call gapping active for called number '(999)^555^5555 and for all the numbers in 
the exchange (999)-999-XXXX. However, there are more call gapping possibilities in Table 4 because of the 
additional NM LOS entries. Thus there may be multiple entries for-each active calLgapping, as shown in Table 
4. According to Table 4, popular called number^999)- 555- 5555 is gapped greatly for originators having network 
management levels of service of 3 or 4; however, for originators having network management levels of service 
of 2 the gapping rate is moderate, so the likelihood of completing a call to the popular number can vary sig- 
nificantly depending upon the originator's NM LOS. Similarly, for the overburdened exchange areacall gapping 
situation, such as exchange (999)- 999 shown in Table 4, call originators with NM LOSs of 3, 4 or 5 will<exper- 

5 
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ience gapping at a moderate rate, while call originators with NM LOSs of 2 will not experience call gapping at 
level 0, i.e. not at all. Thus, the network operators have more call gapping possibilities and greater flexibility 
to provide the services that their customers want and need. 



TABLE 4 



CALL GAPPING CONTROL INFORMATION 


NM LOS 


CALLED No. 


GAPPING LEVEL 


3or4 


999-555-5555 


9 


2 


999-555-5555 


3 


3, 4 or 5 


999-999-XXXX 


3 


2 


999-999-XXXX 


0 



The impact of the NM LOS on active trunk group controls is less dramatic for the transfer and re-route 
trunk group controls because even if a call is transferred or re-routed to alternate trunk group either in the 
normal pattern or outside of the normal pattern, these network management actions are transparent to the 
call originator. A caller in Chicago, Illinois calling Los Angles, California doesn't care if the call is routed through 
St. Louis, Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri or Fort Worth Texas as long as the call is completed. The impact of 
the NM LOS on the cancel-to trunk group control may be very dramatic because the results are dramatic to 
some of the call originators. For example, trunk group number 47 has an active cancel-to trunk group control 
that cancels 60% of the calls to trunk group 47 for call originators with NM LOSs of 3,4 or 5. Call originators 
with a NM LOS of 2 can be provided with a lower control rate, such as the 30% shown in Table 5, which gives 
them twice the likelihood of not being canceled by the active cancel-to trunk group control. 



TABLE 5 



30 


TRUNK GROUP CONTROL INFORMATION 




NM LOS 


TRUNK GROUP No. 


TYPE OF CTRL 


CTRL 


LEVEL 


35 




3, 4 or 5 


47 


Cancel-to 47 








60% 












2 


47 


Cancel-to 47 




40 




30% 












2. 3, 4 or 5 


52 


Re-Route to 91 








25% 








45 




2, 3, 4 or 5 


63 


Transfer to Next 


75% 



The NM LOSs of the call originators provide a way for the telecommunication system to differentiate be- 
tween non-time sensitive telephone calls and time sensitive originators. To originators who know that they con- 
stantly have time sensitive telephone calls to make, an NM LOS of 2, the highest level represented in Tables 
3, 4 and 5, would be worth an extra fee. The telecommunications system operators may give the lower NM 
LOS originators either a few use-or-lose single call upgrades to NM LOS 2 or may offer single call upgrades 
to a higher NM LOS for a fee which would only be collected if the call is completed. 

As can be seen from Tables 3, 4 and 5, the NM LOS for an originating number is essential for determining 
whether NM controls, such as call gapping and trunk group controls, should be applied to a given call from 
that number. Although the ubiquity of this service will be decided by the service providers, it is possible that 
any node in Figs. 1 and 2 may be required to access the originator's NM LOS data for each call. This is possible 
since each of these nodes currently have call gapping and trunk group controls. Also, the service providers 
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and standards bodies will determine how .each of these nodes in Figs. 1 and2 will determine the NM LOS for 
a given originator's call. Hence, the possible methods will be described herein. The NM LOS data^can reside 
with resident line data in the originating switch. In addition the NM LOS data*can be derived from the originating 
number using tables similar to Table 3 mentioned above, that can reside in any node of Figs. 1 and 2, including 

5 the SCP node. This requires these nodes to have the originating number of the call, which may be passed in 
the call signaling data from the originating office to the subsequent offices involved in the call. The originating 
number can either be the automatic number identification (ANI) that usually identifies the calling station for 
billing purposes, or the calling number which used for custom calling features. As an alternative to requiring 
the switch (node) to use the originating number to derive the NM LOS, the NM LOS may be passed with the 

io call signaling data from the originating office to the subsequent offices involved in the call. 

Referring now to Figs. 4A and 4B, a method 400 for call gapping according to the NM LOS of the<call orig- 
inator is illustrated. This could be performed by any of the nodes shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The first step of method 
400 is step 402, which collects the called number. Next, decision 403 checks if call gapping is active for this 
called number. If call gapping is not active for this called number, then the method 400 proceeds to action 440 

15 which routes the call. If call gapping is active for this called number, then the method 400 proceeds to action 
404 which checks to determine if the originator's NM LOS is contained in the network signaling data associated 
with this call. "Existing inter-office signaling data, which is transmitted in-band or out-of-band with respect to 
the facility carrying the-call, could be used to pass the NM LOS with the call from office to office. If NM LOS 
for this call is contained in signaling data, the method proceeds to action 406. Action 406 obtains the NM LOS 

20 from signaling data and proceeds to decision 434 with NM LOS determined. 

If NM LOS is not contained in signaling data the method 400 proceeds to decision 408 determine if an ANI 
is available with the present call. If ANI is not available, decision 408 directs the method 400 to decision 410 
which determines if calling number information is available. If calling number information is not avatlable^and 
ANI is not available), an NM LOS cannot be determined from stored data, for such a situation decision 410 

25 directs the method 400 to step 41 2. Step 412 assigns a default NM LOS and directs the method 400 to decision 
434 for call gap proceeding based on a default NM LOS. If ANI is available at decision 408 or if the calling 
number is available at step 410 (one or both is the normal situation) the method 400 progresses to decision 
416. 

Decision 416 determines if there is a match between the ANI or calling number of the present call and the 
30 associated data contained in the NM LOS table, such as Table 3 above. If decision 416 does not find a match 
to the ANI or the calling number, the method proceeds to action 412 where a default origination NM LOS is 
assigned, for example the NM LOS of non time sensitive originators. If decision 416 finds a match, the data 
associated with the originating number of the present call is retrieved from the table or database, and the meth- 
od proceeds to decision 420. Decision 420 examines the associated data retrieved in decision 4T6 and deter- 
35 mines if line data must be used to determine the NM LOS of the present call. If line data must be used, decision 
420 proceeds to action 422 which obtains the originator's NM LOS from line data associated with the call, and 
subsequently proceeds to decision 434. If use of line data is not required, decision 420 proceeds to decision 
424. 

Decision 424 examines the associated data retrieved in decision 416 and determines if a query of an SCP 

40 database is required. If such a query is required, the method proceeds to decision 426 which determines if the 
ANI or the calling number of the present call has a matching entry in the^SCP database. If there is a match, 
decision 426 directs the method to action 428 which retrieves the NM LOS for the present call from the SCP 
database and proceeds to decision 434. If there is no matching number in the SCP database, decision 426 
directs the method to action 430, which assigns a default NM LOS to the present call and the method proceeds 

45 to decision 434. If at decision 424 a query of the SCP database is not required, that means that the NMH.OS 
is available in the NM LOS table and the method proceeds to action 432. Action 432 retrieves the NM40S for 
the present call from the NM LOS table and proceeds to decision 434. 

In order to arrive at decision 434, the present call must have an NM LOS associated with the originating 
number, either an NM LOS was associated with the present call and retrieved or a default NM LOS was as- 

so signed and is now associated with the present call. Decision 434 uses the NM LOS along with thecalled number 
to determine if call gapping is active for the present call. If in decision 434 the called number and NM*LOS 
both match an entry in the call gapping table, for example Table 4 above, then call gapping is active for this 
call. Decision 434 then retrieves a call gapping rate from a stored call gapping table, and proceeds to decision 
436. Decision 436 stores call gapping statistics for each call gapping that is active. Decision 436 uses these 

55 statistics to apply the call gapping rate of the present-call to determine if the present-call shall be allowed to 
be completed. If decision 436 determines that the present «call shall not -be completed, the method proceeds 
to action 438 which routes the present call to a call not allowed announcement, such as 'We're sorry, alhcircuits 
are busy now. Please try again Jater/ If, on the other hand, decision 436 determines that thepresent«call shall 

7 



BNSDOOD: *€P 0687M6A2J_> 



EP 0 687 116 A2 



be allowed even with the present call gapping rate, or if decision 434 determines that call gapping is not active 
for this call, the method proceeds to action 440 which routes the present-call to thecalled number. Under normal 
circumstances, it is expected that a very high percentage of the calls placed would be routed to their destination. 
Referring now to Figures 5A and 5B, a method 500 for trunk group control according to the NM LOS of 

5 the call originator for use on inter LATA cat Is is illustrated. This could be performed by any of the nodes shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2. The first step of method 500 is step 502, which collects the inter exchange called number. 
Next action 504 determines a trunk group for routing the called number. After a trunk group for routing the 
present call is determined, decision 505 determines, by searching the trunk group control table such as Table 
5 above, if this trunk group has a trunk group control active. If this trunk group does not have a control active, 

10 then the method 500 proceeds to action 540 which routes the call. If this trunk group does have a control active, 
then the method 500 proceeds to decision 506, which checks to determine if originator's NM LOS is contained 
in signaling data associated with this call. If NM LOS for this call is contained in signaling data, the method 
proceeds to action 508. Action 508 obtains the NM LOS from signaling data if possible and proceeds to decision 
534 with NM LOS determined. 

15 If NM LOS is not contained in signaling data the method 500 proceeds to decision 510 to determine if an 

ANI is available with the present call. If ANI is not available, decision 510 directs the method 500 to decision 
512 which determines if calling number information is available. If calling number information is not available 
(and ANI is not available), an NM LOS cannot be determined from stored data, for such a situation decision 
512 directs the method 500 to action 514. Action 514 assigns a default NM LOS and directs the method 500 

20 to decision 534 for trunk group control proceeding based on a default NM LOS. If ANI is available at decision 
510 or if the calling number is available at step 512 (one or both is the normal situation) the method 500 pro- 
gresses to decision 518. 

Decision 518 determines if there is a match between the ANI or calling number of the present call and the 
associated data contained in the NM LOS table, such as Table 3 above. If decision 518 does not find a match 

25 to the ANI or the calling number, the method proceeds to action 514 where a default origination NM LOS is 
assigned, for example the NM LOS of non time sensitive originators. If decision 518 finds a match, the data 
associated with the originating number of the present call is retrieved from the table or database and the meth- 
od proceeds to decision 520. Decision 520 examines the associated data retrieved in decision 518 and deter- 
mines if line data must be used to determine the NM LOS of the present call. If line data must be used, decision 

30 520 proceeds to action 522 which obtains the originator's NM LOS from line data associated with the call, and 
subsequently proceeds to decision 534. If use of line data is not required, decision 520 proceeds to decision 
524. 

Decision 524 examines the associated data retrieved in decision 518 and determines if a query of anSCP 
database is required. If such a query is required, the method proceeds to decision 526 which determines if the 

35 ANI or the calling number of the present call has a matching entry in the SCP or other database. If there is a 
match, decision 526 directs the method to action 528 which retrieves the NM LOS for the present call from 
the SCP database and proceeds to decision 534. If there is no matching number in the SCP database, decision 
526 directs the method to action 530, which assigns a default NM LOS to the present call and the method pro- 
ceeds to decision 534. If at decision 524 a query of the SCP database is not required, that means that the NM 

40 LOS is available in the NM LOS table and the method proceeds to action 532. Action 532 retrieves the NM 
LOS for the present call from the NM LOS table and proceeds to decision 534. 

In order to arrive at decision 534, the present call must have an NM LOS associated with the originating 
number, either a stored NM LOS was associated with the present call and retrieved or a default NM LOS was 
assigned and is now associated with the present call. Decision 534 uses the NM LOS along with the trunk group 

45 to determine if trunk group control is active for the present call, tf trunk group control is active, decision 534 
retrieves a trunk group control type and rate from a stored trunk group control table, for example Table 5 above, 
and the method proceeds to decision 536. Decision 536 stores trunk group control statistics for each trunk 
group control that is active. Decision 536 uses these statistics to apply the trunk group control rate of the pres- 
ent call to determine if and how the present call shall be allowed to be completed. If decision 538 determines 

so that the present call shall not be completed, the method proceeds to decision 536 which routes the present 
call to a call-not-allowed announcement, such as 'We're sorry, all circuits are busy now. Please try again lat- 
er.' If, on the other hand, decision 538 determines that the present call shall be allowed by the present trunk 
group control rate, or if decision 534 determines that trunk group control is not active for the present call, the 
method proceeds to action 540 which routes the present call to the called number. Under normal circumstances, 

55 it is expected that a very high percentage of the calls placed would be routed to their destination. Further, if a 
call is subject to the reroute or transfer-to trunk group control, the change in routing probably will be un not ice- 
able to the originating and called parties. 

Referring now to Figs. 6A and 6B, another method, method 600, according to the invention will be descri- 
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bed. Method 600 isessentially the same as method 400, except that if <lecision€36 (the corresponding decision 
to decision 436 of method 400) determines that this call is to be gapped, i.e., not completed, thecall is directed 
to decision 638 instead of an announcement. Decision «38 determines if the originator has the highest NM 
LOS available. If the caller presently has the highest NM LOS available, then decision*638 directs the method 

5 600 to action 642 and the originator receives a 'Please try again later announcement/ If, on the other hand, 
the originator is not presently at the highest NM LOS available, decision^38 directs the method to proceed to 
action 640 which is an announcement to the originator that a one-time upgrade of his or her NM LOS for this 
call could be purchased for a fee. The announcement would give the fee and the resulting increase in call-com- 
pletion probability, and then give the originator the option of selecting a higher NM LOS for a fee by some action, 

10 such as dialing a digit or not. Subsequently, decision 644 determines if the originator has selected the optional 
upgrade to his or her NM LOS. If the originator declines the upgrade and stays on the line decision"644 directs 
the call to action 642 and the caller receives the 'Please try again later' announcement. If, on the other hand, 
the caller elects to upgrade to a higher NM LOS, decision 644 directs the method to proceed back to decision 
634 with the newly upgraded NM LOS. Action 634 determines whethercall gapping is active for the present 

is call and its upgraded NM LOS. If call gapping is not active for the upgraded NM LOS, the method proceeds to 
action 640 and the call is routed to its destination. Upon completion with an upgraded NM LOS, the originator 
is charged the upgrade fee. If decision^34 determines thatcall gapping is active for the present-call even with 
its upgraded NM LOS, the method 600 proceeds to decision 636 to determine if the present call (with upgraded 
NM LOS) is to be completed to its destination number or whether it is to be gapped. The upgraded NM LOS 

20 and the call gapping rate of the upgraded NM LOS are used to make this determination as in method 400 shown 
in Figs. 4A and 4B. 

If the result of decision 638 is that this call should be completed, then method *600 proceeds to action 637 
and the call is routed to its destination. Upon completion with an upgraded NM LOS, the originator is charged 
the upgrade fee as above. If, on the other hand, the result of decision^38 is that this call is still not to be com- 
25 pleted, the method proceeds again to decision *638 to either upgrade if possible or be routed to a 'Please try 
again later' announcement. The upgrade fee would not be charged unless the upgrade was selected and the 
call was completed. 

Referring now to Figs. 7A and 7B, another method, method 700, according to the invention will be descri- 
bed. Method 700 is essentially the same as method 500, except that if decision 738 (the corresponding decision 

30 to decision 538 of method 500) determines that this call is to be canceled, i.e., notcompleted, the call is directed 
to decision 742 instead of an announcement. Decision 742 determines if the originator has the highest NM 
LOS available. If the originator presently has the highest NM-LOS available, then decision 742 directs the meth- 
od 700 to action 748 and the originator receives a 'Please try again later announcement.' If, on the other hand, 
the originator is not presently at the highest NM LOS available, decision 742 directs the method to proceed to 

35 action 744 which is an announcement to the originator that a one time upgrade of his or her NM LOS for this 
call could be purchased for a fee. The announcement would give the fee and the resulting increase in call com- 
pletion probability, and then give the originator the option of selecting a higher NM L.OS for a fee by some action, 
such as dialing a digit or not. Subsequently, decision 750 determines if the originator has selected the optional 
upgrade to his or her NM LOS. If the originator declines the upgrade and stays on the line decision 750 directs 

40 the call to action 748 and the caller receives the 'PJease try again later' announcement. If. on the other hand, 
the caller elects to upgrade to a higher NM LOS, decision 750 directs the method to proceed back to decision 
734 with the newly upgraded NM LOS. Decision 734 determines whether trunk group control is active for the 
present call, its upgraded NM LOS and its trunk group. If trunk group control is not active for the upgraded 
NM LOS, the method proceeds to action 740 and the call is routed to its destination over the present trunk 

45 group. Upon completion with an upgraded NM LOS. the originator is charged the upgrade fee. If decision 734 
determines that trunk group control is active for the present call even with its upgraded NM LOS, the method 
700 proceeds to decision 738 to determine if the present call (with upgraded NM LOS) is to be completed by 
its present trunk group to its destination number, completed by another trunk group to its destination number 
or canceled. The upgraded NM LOS and the trunk group control rates for the upgraded NM LOS are used to 

50 make this determination as in method 500 shown in Figs. 5A and 5B. If the result of decision 738 is that this 
call should be completed, then method 700 proceeds to action 740 and the call is routed to its destination. 
Upon completion with an upgraded NM LOS, the originator is charged the upgrade fee as mentioned above. 
If, on the other hand, the result of decision 738 is that this call is still not to be completed, the method proceeds 
again to decision 742 to either upgrade if possible or be routed to a 'Please try again later' announcement. 

55 The upgrade fee would not be charged unless the upgrade was selected and the call was completed. 

These methods 600 and 700 would benefit a business traveler by allowing the traveler during an over- 
burdened condition to upgrade his or her NM LOS while making a time'sensitive-call from a pay phone. 
Thus, it will now be understood that there has been disclosed a method and apparatus for^call gapping 
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calls according to an originating number or a level of service associated therewith. While the invention has 
been particularly illustrated and described with reference to preferred embodiments thereof, it will be under- 
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form, details, and applications may be made therein. 
For example, more than two levels of commercial service might be used, in which case multiple upgrades to 
5 higher levels of service could be offered and selected as part of the method according to the invention. 



Claims 

io 1. In a telecommunication system, an apparatus for selectively controlling a telephone call, comprising: 

means for determining from level of service information associated with an origination of the pres- 
ent telephone call if a network management control is active for the present telephone call; 

if a network management control is active for the present telephone call, means for applying the 
network management control to either allow the telephone call to be completed or terminate the telephone 
75 call; and further means for completing the telephone call if network management control is not active. 

2. An apparatus as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

means for completing the telephone call if the call is allowed to be completed; 
means for announcing to the caller that the telephone call will not be completed; and 
20 means for terminating the telephone call if the call is to be terminated. 

3. In a telecommunication system, an apparatus for selectively controlling a telephone call, comprising: 

means for determining from level of service information associated with an origination of the pres- 
ent telephone call if trunk group limiting is active for the present telephone call; and 
25 if call trunk group controlling is active for the present telephone call, means for applying trunk group 

control to controlling the trunk group of the present telephone call. 

4. The apparatus as set forth in claim 3, wherein the trunk group controlling is a cancel process which applies 
an operator entered rate of canceling telephone calls according to the level of service information asso- 

30 ciated with the origination of each telephone call. 

5. The apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein the trunk group controlling is a transfer process which ap- 
plies an operator entered rate of transferring telephone calls according to the level of service information 
associated with each telephone call to the next trunk group of a standard routing pattern for this telecom- 

35 munication system. 

6. The apparatus as set forth in claim 3, wherein the trunk group controlling is a re-route process which ap- 
plies an operator entered rate of re-routing telephone calls according to the level of service information 
associated with each telephone call to a trunk group outside of a standard routing pattern for this tele- 

40 communication system. 

7. For use in a telecommunication system, a method for selectively call gapping a telephone call, comprising 
the steps of: 

determining a level of service from information associated with an originator of the telephone call; 
45 determining if call gapping is active for this telephone call with its level of service; and 

if call gapping is active for this telephone call, applying call gapping to this telephone call to either 
allow or terminate this telephone call. 

8. A method for call gapping a telephone call comprising the steps of: 
50 a. collecting called number; 

b. determining if call gapping is active for the telephone call and if call gapping for the telephone call 
is not active proceeding to step r, while if call gapping is active for the telephone call proceeding to step 

c; 

c. determining if originator's NM LOS is in signaling data and if it is, proceeding to step d, otherwise 
55 proceeding to step e; 

d. obtaining NM LOS from said signaling data and proceeding to step o; 

e. determining if ANI is available for this call and if AN I is not available proceeding to step f and if ANI 
is available proceeding to step g; 
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f. determining if calling number is available and if it is not available proceeding to step o, while if it is 
available proceeding to step g; 

g. accessing originating NM LOS table; 

h. determining from ANI or calling number if this telephone call matches a number-code in originating 
NM LOS table and if there is not a match proceeding to step m, while if there is a match proceeding to 
step o; 

i. determining if use of line data is required to obtain NM LOS according to originating NM LOS table 
and if it is required, proceeding to step i, while if it is not required, proceeding to step j, 
j. obtaining NM LOS from line data and proceeding to step o; 

k. determining if query of an SCP database is required to obtain NM LOS according to originating NM 
LOS table and if a query is required proceeding to step I, while if a query is not required proceeding 
to step n; 

I. querying SCP database with either ANI or calling number to obtain a match in the SCP database and 
if a match is found obtaining the NM LOS from the SCP database and proceeding to step o, while if a 
match is not found proceeding to step m; 

m. assigning a default network management LOS to this call and proceed to step o; 
n. retrieving NM LOS from originating NM LOS table for this ANI or calling number; 
o. determining if call gapping is active and if call gapping is not active proceeding to step r and if -call 
gapping is active proceeding to step p; 

p. applying a level of call gapping based upon called number and NM LOS and determining if this call 
is allowed to be completed; 

q. if the call is not allowed to be completed, routing call to an announcement; and 
r. if the call is allowed to be completed, routing call to its destination. 

25 9. The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein the rate of call gapping is different for different levels of ser- 
vice. 

10. The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein the rate of call gapping is different, based upon at least a 
portion of each calling number. 

11. The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein said announcement of step r further comprises the steps of: 
s. if a higher level of service is available to the calling party which has a greater chance of completing 
the call, announcing to the originator that the-circuits are busy for the call's present NM LOS and offering 
to increase the call's NM LOS and thereby the chances of completing the call for an extra fee if the 
calling party accepts by pressing a specific key of a keypad of the originating telephone station; and 
t. if thexalling party accepts the offer to an increase in NM LOS, increasing the NM LOS for the call 
and returning to step p and if the call is completed with the increased NM LOS-charging the extra fee 
to the originating party's account. 

40 12. A method for using a trunk group control to manage a telephone call comprising the steps of: 

a. collecting a called number of this call; 

b. determining a trunk group for communicating this call; 

c. determining if a trunk group control is active for a trunk group-communicating the telephone call and 
if a trunk group control is not active proceeding to step n, while if a trunk group control is active pro- 

45 ceeding to step d; 

d. determining if ANI is available for this call and if ANI is not available proceeding to step e and if ANI 
is available proceeding to step f; 

e. determining if calling number is available and if it is not available proceeding to step m, while if it is 
available proceeding to step f; 

so f. obtaining NM LOS for this call; 

g. determining from ANI or filing number if this telephone«call matches a number code and if there is 
a not a match proceeding to step m, while if there is a match proceeding to step h; 

h. determining if query of an SCP database is required to obtain NM LOS and if a query is required 
proceeding to step i, while if a query is not required proceeding to~step I; 

55 i. querying SCP database with either ANI or calling number to obtain NM LOS; 

j. determining if the query is successful in finding a match in the SCP database and if a match is found 
obtaining the NM LOS from the SCP database and proceeding fcrstep m, while if a match is not found 
proceeding to-step k; 
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k. assigning a default NM LOS to this call and proceed to step m; 
I. obtain NM LOS from a LOS table for this ANI or calling number; 

m. applying a trunk group control based upon NM LOS and determining if this call is allowed to be com- 
pleted; and 

5 n. if the call is allowed to be completed routing the call to its destination and if the call is not allowed 

to be completed, routing the call to an announcement. 

13. The method as set forth in claim 12. wherein the trunk group control applied in step m is a skip control 
which allows the call to be completed by skipping from a primary trunk group to a first alternative route 

10 within a normal routing pattern. 

14. The method as set forth in claim 12, wherein the rate of skipping is different based on at least a portion 
of each calling number. 

75 15. The method as set forth in claim 12, wherein step m of applying a trunk group control based upon called 
number and network management LOS and determining if this call is allowed to be completed further com- 
prises the step of: 

if the call is not allowed to be completed, canceling the call and proceeding to step n. 

20 1 6. The method as set forth in claim 1 5, wherein the rate of cancellation is different for different levels of ser- 
vice. 

1 7. The method as set forth in claim 1 5, wherein the rate of cancellation is different based on at least a portion 
of each. 

25 

18. The method as set forth in claim 12, wherein the trunk group control applied in step m is a re-route control 
which allows the call to be completed by re-routing from a primary trunk group to an unusual alternative 
route from a normal routing pattern. 

30 19. The method as set forth in claim 18, wherein the rate of re-routing is different for different levels of service. 

20. The method as set forth in claim 18, wherein the rate re-routing is different based on at least a portion 
of the calling number. 
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